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Stories of Achievement .... 

Housing Success Story 
From Brooke Vanover, Housing Manager- Region 13 

When Charlene first entered our program at Bridges Community Action Partnership, she was 

living in her car with her four children after fleeing an unsafe living situation. Although she 

was working part-time and receiving limited public assistance, her income and lack of 

support made it impossible to secure stable housing. She was exhausted-physically and 

emotionally-and uncertain about what the future held for her family. 

Through the Rapid Rehousing of Ohio Program, Charlene was given the opportunity for a 

fresh start. Brooke worked closely with her to locate a safe, affordable three-bedroom 

apartment near her workplace and her children's school. Our team provided guidance 

throughout the application process, maintained communication with the landlord, and 

assisted with the security deposit and initial rent payments. We also connected Charlene to 

utility assistance programs and local resources to help furnish her home and meet her 

family's essential needs. 

With stable housing in place, Charlene quickly began to regain her confidence. She 

increased her work hours, strengthened her financial management skills, and actively 

participated in budgeting sessions to build long-term stability. Together, we developed a 

monthly budget that created a clear path toward independence. 

Today, Charlene and her children are thriving. She remains employed and continues 

progressing in the program. Her children are happy, doing well in school, and enjoying a safe 

and secure home environment. 

Charlene is now eagerly awaiting approval of her Section 8 voucher through her local 

Metropolitan Housing Authority-an important milestone toward permanent housing 

stability. We anticipate she will successfully exit the Rapid Rehousing program within the 

coming months once her voucher is finalized. 

Her journey is a powerful reminder that when safe housing is paired with supportive services 

and determination, families can rebuild, regain hope, and move confidently toward a 

brighter future. 
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Celebrating the Service of Our Retiring Board Members 

In 2025, Bridges Community Action Part nership bid farewell to t hree va lued board members 

whose leadership has left a lasting impact on our organization. 

At the June Board Meeting, we proudly honored Ian Evans and Helen Hovestreydt-Scottfor their 

exceptiona l service and unwavering commitment to our mission. Each brought unique 

strengths, t houghtful insight , and a deep dedication to serving our community. Their leadership 

helped guide Bridges through pivotal moments with a focus on innovation, collaboration, and 

meaningfu l community impact. 

In September, we also recognized longtime board m ember, Terry Emery, City Manager of 

Marysville. At the September 24 Board Meeting, Terry was presented with a pla que honoring his 

nine years of dedicated service and outstanding contributions t o Bridges CAP. 

We are deeply grateful for the time, leadership, and heartthat Ian, Helen, and Terry have 

invested in our organization. Their collective legacy of service will continue to inf luence our work 

and strengthen our mission for years to come. 

Please join us in celebrating their outstanding contributions and wishing them continued 

success in all t heir future endeavors. 

Pictured (left to right): Helen 
Hovestreydt-Scott and And rew 
Binegar. 

Pictu red (left to right): Andrew Binegar 
and Terry Emery. Pictu red (left to right ): Ian Evans and 

Andrew Binegar. 
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A Transition of Officers on Our Board 

In April 2025, our board experienced a transition in leadership. We extend our heartfelt 

gratitude to our outgoing president, Joe Antram, for his exceptional leadership and 

dedication during his tenure. His contributions have been invaluable, and we are truly 

grateful for his service. 

Please join us in warmly welcoming Stacy Cox as our new Board President. We look forward 

to a productive and successful future under her leadership, alongside our executive 

committee. 

Joe Antram congratulates Stacy Cox as she steps into 

her new role as Board President. 

Pictured (left to right): Carrie Hunt, A-Jay Orr, Stacy Cox, Andrew 

Binegar and Joe Ziraldo. 
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Celebrating 20 Years of VITA Volunteer Service 

Following the completion of our 2025 VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Program, 

Bridges hosted a VITA Celebration Dinner to recognize and thank the dedicated volunteers 

who make this important service possible. Their time, expertise, and commitment help 

ensure individuals and families in our community receive free, reliable tax preparation and 

the refunds they deserve. 

A special highlight of the evening was honoring Alan Davidson for 20 years of service as a 

VITA volunteer with Bridges. His long-standing dedication has made a meaningful impact on 

the program and the many individuals he has assisted over the years. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all of our VITA volunteers for their continued support. 

Their efforts are essential to the success of this program and the well-being of our 

community. 

Pictured (left to right): Marie Radcliff giving Alan Davidson his 20 years certificate. 
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Our Community in Action .... 

Showing Community Support 
Alexis, Payton, Bart, and Chris proudly re presented Bridges atthe Logan County Chamber 

of Com merce Golf Outing, en joying a great day of conn ection, commun ity, and friend ly 

competit ion. Bridges was excited to sponsor a ho le at the event, supporting the Chambe r 

and engaging with local partners in a f un and meaningful way. 

Pictured (Left to right) : Alexis Tilson, Payton Conrad, Bart Di sbennett and Chris Eirich. 
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Our Community in Action .... 

Celebrating Community, Culture, and Connection 
At Bridges Community Action Partnership, building strong community connections is at the 

heart of our work-and that spirit was on full display when Britany, Lead Customer Service 

Representative, and Jaylyn, CSR in Champaign County, attended the Kid Zone/Black Heritage 

Festival hosted by Leadership Champaign County. 

The event brought together families and community members for a vibrant celebration of 

culture, history, and unity. A highlight of the day was a powerful address from Bill Bean, who 

reflected on the rich history of the Black community in Champaign County-from the days of 

the Underground Railroad to the present. Live performances from local artists added energy 

and joy, creating an atmosphere of pride and connection. 

For Britany and Jaylyn, the experience was not only inspiring but impactful. They had the 

opportunity to engage directly with attendees, sharing information about Bridges' programs 

and services and connecting with individuals who may not have previously been aware of the 

support available to them . 

Participation in events like this reflects Bridges' ongoing commitment to meeting people where 

they are, fostering relationships, and strengthening the communities we serve. We are grateful 

to have been part of such a meaningful day and look forward to continuing this important 

work. 

Pictured (left to right): Jaylen Recker and Britany Watts. 
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Our Community in Action .... 

Helping Households. Stay Safe and Warm 

Through t he Win t er Cris is Program, Bridges CommunityAct ion Part nership's Delaware 

County otti ce was able to assist a young moth er Living in a m obi Le ho me by p ro viding a 

new tu rnace for her household. She received t he maxi mum benef it avai La ble and made 

the decision to use her t ax ret \J rn to cover the remaining copay, ensuring her home would 

be sate and warm tor her family during t he cold winter months. Herd etermi nation and 

resourcef ulness highlight t he importance of wraparound support and cLient -driven 

solut ions. 

In addition , the Delaware County off ice cont inues to see st rong engagement across 

programs.While visi ting the off ice tor Volun teer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), s~veral 

individuals also learned abou t and applied ta r the Home Energy Ass is ta nee Pro gram 

(H EAP). These connect ions demon st rat e t he value of co- locating services , allowing 

clien ts to access mult iple to rms of support in one place and ensuring they receive ,he tu LL 

range of ass is tan ce available t o them. 
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Our Community in Action .... 

New Partnership Brings Health Resources to the Community 

The Shelby County Barney Box has officially arrived at Bridges and is fully stocked, 

providing valuable health and safety resources to the community. This initiative supports 

increased access to essential w ellness supplies and pro motes overall public hea lth. 

Patti Cheadle, Bridges CSR, shared t hat Karin Bok from the Shelby County Healt h 

Department will visit weekly to monitor and restock t he box as needed. The Hea lth 

Department expressed their excitement in partnering with Bridges, not ing t hat Bridges is 

the f irst organizat ion t o host a Barn ey Box in the community. 

The Barney Box offers a variety of f ree health and wellness resources, including items such 

as m asks, hand sanit izer, and educati onal m at eria ls. Designed t o support disease 

prevention and encourage healthy habit s, t he box is easily accessible and helps raise 

awareness of important hea lth issues among local residents. 

Pictured (left to right): Ka re n Bok f rom the Shelby County Health Department and Patt i Chead le. 
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Ou r Community in Actio n .... 

Union County Office Food Cupboard 

Our Union County office cont inues to make a meaningful impact in the community by 

expanding food access through a partnership with The Personal Needs Pantry which is 

located in our building. Thanks to funding from the United Way of Union County, our Union 

office provides additional food from our Food Cupboard on the first Wednesday of each 

month, from 12:00-2:00PM, helping Pantry clients bridge the gap until their SNAP benefits 

are replenished . These efforts, including regular grocery runs by Marcie Barhorst, have 

helped keep the Cupboard fully stocked and ready to serve local residents. 

,-.~...::::-- -~ 

United f ~.- • ... ' United Way 
Way ~~i of Union County 
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Our Commun ity in Action .... 

Connecting Residents to Critical Resources 

In Delaware County, Bridges Community Action Partnership cont inues to make a 

meaningful impact t hrough proactive outreach and personalized support. 

Our team recently hosted two outreach events at senior housing communities, helping 

residents apply fo r the 2025 HEAP season before t he deadline. Both events saw strong 

participation and resulted in multiple new applicants, ensuring more seniors received 

critical energy assista nee. 

We also supported a client experiencing homelessness w ho had just secured 

employment. Michelle worked closely with him and provided steel-toed boots through 

CSBG funding-removing a key barrier and helping him start his new job with confidence. 

In another example of client-centered care, Sam assisted an elderly gentleman referred by 

AEP who was unfamiliarwith our services. With a same-day appointment and coordination 

with Stephanie, he was approved for multiple programs, including HEAP, PIPP, HWAP, Hlf, 

EHR, and H PG-leaving with essential support and a deep sense of gratitude. 

These moments highlig"ht Bridges' commitment to meeting people where they are and 

providing the resources they need to move forward. 
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Our Community in Action .... 

Volunteer Spotlight: Adam Friend 

Pictured : Adam Friend distributing shirts. 

We're exc ited t o recognize Adam 

Friend for his outstanding 

volunteer wo rk at t he 3rd Annual 

Shelter Frie nds 5K, hosted by the 

Richland County Dog Warden. 

Adam went above and beyo nd­

helping with both setup and 

t ea rd own , and managing the shirt 

t able thro ugh out the day. 

H is dedicat ion helped ensure t he 

event ran smoothly and 

successfully supported the 

shelter's m ission. Ad am 's 

willi ngness to give h is time and 

energy exemplifies t he spirit of 

service we value at Bridges. 

Thank yo u, Adam, for yo ur hard 

work, enthusiasm , and for 

re present ing Bridges w ith heart! 
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Our Community in Action .. .. 

Point Village Holiday Celebration Brings Joy and Support to 

Logan County Residents 

Pictured: Photos from Point Village holiday party. 

We recently hosted a successful holiday 

party for t he resident s of Point Village in 

Logan County, Ohio, filled with Joy and 

community spirit. Guest s enjoyed pizza, 

beverages, and cookies, along wit h door 

prizes and gif ts for both children and adults. 

The event featured fu n act ivit ies for all ages 

and live entertainmentfrom bluegrass 

musician Bill Pu rk, wl1ich added to t he fest ive 

at mosphere. 

In addit ion to t he celebrat ions, st aff w ere 

able t o assi st a couple of residents w ith 

winte r crisis appli cat ions, helping ensure 

t hey rece ived needed sup po rt duri ng t he 

colde r months . 

This heartwarming event wa s organi zed by 

Sam Nee r, Le ad CSR in Logan Cou nty, and 

served as a meaningfuloppo rtunit y to bri ng 

t he com mun ity together and spread hollday 

chee r. 
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Our Community in Action .... 

Celebrating National Weathrization Month 

Pictu red (left t o right): Bart Disbennen and Payton 

Conrad demonst rat ing the blower door. 

Pictu red: Board members obseivi ngand learning about 

Weatherizat io n. 

In honor of National Weatherization Month, our Residential Services staff-Bart 

Disbennett, Amy Bryant, and Payton Conrad- demonstrated the b lower door process at 

t he October Board Meeting. They explained how blower door test s mea sure a home's 

airtightness, helping determine what improvements- such as insu lation, windows, or 

doors- are needed to make the home more energy efficient. 

Board members had the opportunity t o ask quest ions and learn about the process 

firsth and. Great job to our Residentia l Servic es t ea m for sharing their expert ise and 

highlighting the impact of weatherization! 
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Our Community in Action .... 

Hop On the BelleHop! Expanding Access for 50+ Residents 

In 2025, Bridges CAP launched its second transportation program, the BelleHop, 

serving the Bellefontaine community. The program officially began on August 6, 2025, 

and operates every Wednesday from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

The Belle Hop is a free shuttle service for residents aged 50 and older, designed to 

increase access to essential services and promote independent living. Through a 

partnership with A Way Out Transportation, the shuttle follows a convenient loop with 

multiple pickup locations, stopping at key destinations including Kroger, Aldi, 

Walmart, and the Friendly Senior Center. 

This weekly service expands access to food, pharmacy needs, and community 

resources while fostering greater independence and social connection for older 

adults. The Belle Hop reflects Bridges' ongoing commitment to removing 

transportation barriers and supporting healthier, more connected communities. 
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Our Partners: Your Support Made It Possible 
AEP 

A Way Out 

Alpha Community Center 

Annie's Outreach 

Campbell Landing 

Caring Kitchen 

Catholic Social Services 

Central Ohio Area Agency on Aging 

Central Ohio United Way 

Champaign County Area on Aging 

Champaign County Board of DD 

Champaign County Family Court 

Champaign County Foundation 

Champaign County Health Dept 

Champaign County Job & Family Services 

Champaign County Senior Center 

Champaign County Transit 

Columbia Gas 

Council on Rural Services 

CSX Transportation 

Delaware County Foundation 

Delaware County Health Dept 

Delaware County Housing Alliance 

Delaware County Job & Family Services 

Delaware County Transit 

DNA Community Center 

Family Abuse Shelter of Miami County 

Family and Children First Council 

Family Promise of Delaware County 

First Commonwealth Bank 

F.I.S.H. of Shelby County 

Freedom Recovery 

Great Lakes Community Action 

Home is the Foundation 

Huntington Bank 

IMPACT60 

Indian Lake Community Church 

Legacy Place 

Licking County Coalition for Housing 

Logan County Area on Aging 

Logan County Board of DD 

Logan County Cancer Society 

Logan County Job & Family Services 

Logan County RTC 

Logan County Senior Center 

Logan County Sheriff 

Logan County Veterans 

Londonderry 
Lutheran Services 

Madison County Board of DD 
Madison County Commissioners 
Madison County Job & Family Services 
Madison County Senior Center 
Madison County Sherriff 

Madison County Veterans Mental Health Recovery 
Board 
Mercy Mission House 
Miami Valley Community Action 

Mt Sterling Community Center 
New Hope Church of Urbana 
Ohio Department of Development 
Ohio Dept of Rehabilitation & Correction 
Ohio Dept of Transportation 

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
Osgood Bank 
Pathways to Hope 
People in Need 
Pickaway County Community Action 

Point Village 
Project Woman 

PSA2 Area Agency on Aging 
Recovery Zone 
Residential Administrators 

Richwood Bank 
Salvation Army of Central Ohio 
Second Harvest Food Bank 
Shelby County Job & FamilyServices 
Shelby County Metropolitan Housing 

Sidney Crossing 
St Vincent de Paul 
Stepping Stones St Vincent de Paul 
TCN Behavioral Health MHDAS 
The Ohio State University 
Union County Department of Health 
Union County Foundation 
Union County Job & Family Services 
Union County Senior Services 

Union Rural Electric 
United Way of Central Ohio 
United Way of Clark, Champaign, and Madison 
United Way of Delaware County 
United Way of Logan County 
United Way of Shelby County 
United Way of Union County 
US Dept of Agriculture 
US Dept of Housing & Urban Development 
West Liberty Cares 
Zion Church 
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At Bridges CAP, collaboration is the foundation of meaningful 

change. By working hand in hand with our community partners, we 

are able to expand opportunities, strengthen resources, and create 

lasting impact for families and communities. This work would not 

be possible without the generosity, dedication, and shared vision 

of our partners, donors, and volunteers. Together, we are building 

stronger communities and brighter futures. 

BRIDGES 
COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP 

The Promise of Community Action 
Community Action changes people's lives, embodies the spirit of 

hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place to 

live. We care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to 

helping people help themselves and each other. 
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We are proud to have a strong presence across six counties. 

Here is where you can find us: 
Champaign Office 

40 Monument Square, 

Urbana, OH 43078 

Phone: 937-772-9164 

Delaware Office 

555 Sunbury Road, 

Delaware, OH 43015 

Phone: 740-369-3184 

Logan Office 

820 W. Sandusky 

Bellefontaine, OH 43311 

Phone: 937-404-9203 

Madison Office 

294 Lafayette Street 

London, OH43140 

Phone: 740-852-3511 

Shelby Office 

930 Wapakoneta Avenue 

Sidney, OH 45365 

Phone: 937-507-9341 

Union/Administrative Office 

232 N. MainSt. Suite G 

Marysville, OH 43040 

Phone: 937-642-4986 

Bridges Website: https:llwww. bridges cap. org 

Bridges Facebook: https:llwww. facebook. comlbridgescommunitvaction 
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Commissioner McCarthy thanked Mr. Binegar and staff at Bridges for their hard work serving the 
community.  
 
Mr. Binegar thanked the Board for their support and encouraged them to reach out with any questions or if 
they need additional information.  
 

* * * 
 

*Commissioner McCarthy adjourned the meeting at 10:27 a.m.  

The preceding minutes were read and approved August 12, 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 

 __________________________ 
 Tom McCarthy 
 Commissioner 
 
 
 
 

Number of Households Helped in 
Union County Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2025 

2343 

► HEAP /Summer Crisis/Winter 
Crisis/Outreach/PIPP - 1,794 

► HWAP/Home Repair - 71 

► Tax Assistance - 478 with $559,339 in refunds 
and saved customers S 119,500 

Overall, all six counties - 15,378 unduplicated individuals 
and 9, 193 unduplicated households 
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email=commissioners@unioncou 
ntyohio.gov, c=US 
Date: 2026.08.12 1 3:09:05 --04'00' 



VOLUME 2026 PAGE 1630
UNION COUNTY COMMISSIONERS JOURNAL 2026 

July 8, 2026

__________________________ 
 Steve Robinson 
 Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________ 
 Shaun Bailey 
 Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mallory Lehman, Clerk to the Board 
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