2022 Union SWCD Tree Sale - Brief Descriptions of Species

1. Norway Spruce — Picea abies

This hardy spruce is a fairly fast growing evergreen that can reach a mature height of 80’+ and a naturally pyramidal
spread of 25-30’. Its dark green needles make it a fine landscape specimen or very effective as screen plantings. Nor-
way spruce will not tolerate excessive moisture for prolonged periods.

2. White Spruce — Picea glauca

This non-native spruce, to 60’ high and 20’ wide, is more tolerant of heavier clay soils and wetness than the Norway
spruce. It is slower growing than Norway spruce and has a symmetrical shape with blue- green needles. The primary
benefit locally is that it will better tolerate the acidic heavy clays. It will not survive extended seasonal wetness.

3. White Pine — Pinus strobus

According to many the Eastern White Pine is a NE Ohio native. This beautiful pine is majestic in appearance and may
reach a mature height of 80’+ with a 40’ pyramidal spread. Its soft blue-green needles add beauty to the landscape. It
is a fairly fast grower and loves full sun but will tolerate partial shade. It prefers moist, but very well drained soils.

4. Black Walnut - Juglans nigra

Native to eastern North America and valued for its decorative wood. The dark fine-grained wood of black walnuts is
used for furniture, paneling, and gunstocks. A black walnut tree usually is between 65’ to 100’ tall and has a trunk
about 2’ to 3 feet in diameter, with deeply furrowed dark brown or grayish black bark..

5. Rose of Sharon - Hibiscus syriacus

The Rose of Sharon is not a native to Ohio Itis a is a late spring-leafing deciduous shrub and is tolerant of a wide range
of conditions, including poor soil, heat, humidity, drought, and air pollution. Mature size can range from 6 to 16 feet
tall and 2 to 10 feet wide. This fast grower can add up to 2 feet of growth in a single season. Flower colors include
white, red, pink, lavender, blue and bicolors, with single or double forms. Plants have a graceful vase-shaped habit,
with small attractive green leaves that are toothed, with no significant fall color. Plants will bloom best in full sun but
can tolerate some light shade .

6. Sugar Maple — Acer saccharum

Another Union County native, Sugar Maple can be expected to grow across Union County — except in areas of extend-
ed seasonal wetness. This maple is the most efficient at producing maple syrup. Growth habit includes a broad canopy
and beautiful fall color. It prefers plenty of space and sunlight. Will tolerate shade with subsequent slower growth,

7. Swamp White Oak, or “Bicolor Oak”— Quercus bicolor

If Union County had an official tree, this would be an excellent candidate. While it is tolerant of extended seasonal
wetness, this white oak family tree is just as much “at home” on higher and drier sites. It is used as a tree lawn tree
where space is afforded but grows anywhere adequate space will permit (Mature height 60’, with a 50-60" wide
crown). Swamp white oak has recently been referred to as “Bicolored Oak” in the landscape industry - taking from its
scientific second name of bicolor. This reference is to the summer’s glossy green leaves that are silvery white on the
backside. Long-lived.

8. Tulip Poplar — Liriodendron tulipifera

Tulip poplar is one of the tallest of the native American hardwoods. It is a tall, fast-growing tree, reaching 150 feet or
more in the forest. It grows to 70 to 90 feet tall with a 35- to 50-foot spread in cultivation. Thrives in deep, rich, well-
drained but moist soil and full sun. It is pH adaptable but performs best in soil that is slightly acidic. This tree is sensi-

tive to drought and may require summer irrigation to prevent early leaf abscission.

9. White Flowering Dogwood — Cornus florida

Flowering dogwood is a small deciduous tree growing to 30’ high and is often wider than it is tall when mature, with a
trunk diameter of up to 1’. Flowering dogwood does best in moist, acidic soil in a site with some afternoon shade, but
good morning sun. The fruit is a cluster of two to ten drupes, which ripen in the late summer and the early fall to a
bright red, or occasionally yellow with a rosy blush. They are an important food source for dozens of species of birds.
The leaves turn a rich red-brown in fall.




