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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF DELAWARE COUNTY, OHIO.

Compiled from Authentic Sources, for the Delaware County Atlas,

By CHARLES MORTIMER JANES.

- B @

ORIGIN.

Deraware County forms a portion of what was originally termed ¢ Liberty,” extending
from Ross county to Lake Erie, and including Franklin, Marion, Sandusky, and other counties.
It was separated from Franklin county, February 10th, 1808. Its name is derived from the
“Delaware Indians,” the true name of which is Wa-be-nugh-ka, which signifies « from the east,”
or “sun rising.”

INDIANS.

The principal tribes were the Delawares, Sandusky, Taw-way, Mingoes, Shawnees, and
Wyandots.

John Jobnston says, “ The tradition of the Delawares among themselves is, that they
originally, at some very remote period, emigrated from the west, crossed the Mississippi, and
ascended the Ohio river until they reached the Delaware river, near where Philadelphia now
stands, where they settled. They became very numerous. They welcomed to the New World
the Quaker law-giver, and friend of the red man, William Penn. They always cherished a
grateful memory of Penn and his followers. Speaking of good men, they would say, Wa-she-a
-le-ne, all good men are Quakers. Bockinghelas was the principal chief of the Delawares for
many years. He was a distinguished warrior, and lived to a great age. Killbuck, another chief,
was educated at Princeton College, and, until his death, retained the morality of the Gospel.”
In the present city of Delaware were two Indian villages belonging to this tribe. One at the
east end of William street, the other at the west end. In the latter, on Delaware Run, occurred
a fight between the Delawares and Shawnees,—the former being surprised and defeated by the
latter. On thesite of the county-seat the Delawares cultivated 400 acres of corn. In 1820, eighty
Delawares lived near Sandusky, and two-thousand three hundred of the same tribe in Indiana.
In 1825, persons from this tribe, born and raised within thirty miles of Philadelphia, moved
west of the Mississippi.

The Mingoes had a small village four miles above Delaware City, on « Horse Shoe Bot-
tom.” They also cultivated corn. Many traces of the Indians remain. In their mounds are
found specimens of domestic implements, crockery, &ec., implements of war and well preserved
bones, with many other indications of their skiil in handicraft and their curious notions of
burial.

Several remains of ancient fortifications are still to be seen—the most remarkable of
which is in Liberty township, on the east bank of the Olentangy, eleven miles from Delaware
and four miles from Worthington.

It is to be regretted that many of the pioneers cherished inveterate hatred towards the
redskins, and did not consider it criminal to even murder them. They were generally bad men,
however, and did not prosper.

WHITE SETTLEMENTS, PIONEERS, INCIDENTS, ETC.

The first white settlement in Delaware county was made in Liberty township, May 1st,
1801, by Captain Nathan Carpenter, Avery Powers, Jr., and Thomas Power, from Chenango
County, N Y. Captain Carpenter brought his family with him, and built the first cabin, near
the site of which the residence of Hiram Carpenter, ilsq.—one of the finest in the county—unow
stands.

In April, 1802, Thomas Cellar with Josiah McKinney joined this settlement, from Frank-
lin county, Pa.

In the spring of 1804, Aaron, John and Ebenezer Welch, with Capt. Leonard Monroe,
settled in this neighborhood, from Chenango, N. Y. One of these Welch Erothcrs was the first
white man buried in Delaware county. Jeremiah Gillies, of Liberty, claims to be the first white
child born in this county, He was born August 7th, 1803. In 1804, Capt. Carpenter built the
first mill where the woolen factory of James Hinkle now stands. It was a saw-mill, with a
small pair of “nigger head” stones attached, for grist mill. It was a great help to the settlers.

Henry Perry made a clearing in Radnor township, in the fall of 1803, near Delhi. He
came from Wales. Returning to Philadelphia for the remainder of his family, he left his two
little boys, nine and eleven years old, respectively, at his cabin in the wilderness. Finding his
wife sick, and being sick himself afterwards, he did not return until the following June to his
Western home. These two little pioneers remained during this entire winter alone, fifteen
miles from a white settlement, and surrounded by Indians.  Their food consisted of rabbits
which they caught, turnips, and, occasionally, some corn meal which they obtained in the Car-
penter settlement, by following down the “Indian trail.”

“The winter was a severe one, and their cabin was open, baving neither fireplace, chim-
ney, nor ‘ chinking and daubing” They had no gun, and were unused to forest life, being fresh
from Wales; yet the little boys struggled through, and actually made considerable clearing.”

In the fall of 1804, Col. Byxbee settled east of Alum Creek, naming the colony Berkshire,
in honor of his former residence, Berkshire, Massachusetts,

David, Isaac, and Chester Lewis made the first settlement in Berlin, in 1805.- Rev. J. C.
Lewis, now of Washington, D. C., was the first white child born in this colony. Before the
Indian War, the Wyandots had encampments here. They were friendly. Asa Scott and Philo
Hoadley joined the settlement, with their families, in 1807.

Roswell Caulkins, John Lewis, Samuel Adams, Jonathan Thomson, with their families
and others, came in 1809. This settlement was all « Yankee,” —coming from Connccticut. It
grew in numbers and strength, and made preparations for the expected encroachments of the
British and Indians. The settlers built a blockhouse, into which they*all fled during the shades
of night, emerging, and engaging in peaceful pursuits by day.

The ¢ blockhouse” stood, until recently, a pioneer relic. It is a source of regret that this
noble structure was not re-roofed, and preserved as a landmark for future generations.

This settlement shared in Drake’s Stampede. After the War of 1812, Indians were
never seen here. With the pioncers at Berkshire, Berlin formed a company of militia. .

The officer that ordered this company “ to arms” after « Drake’s skedaddle,” swam Alum
Creek on his horse, there being no bridge, and the flood raging. David Lewis packed a peck of
salt from Chilicothe on his back, (he went down-stream in a canoe, starting on Alum Creek,) and
when nearly home, he fell in a brook in crossing, and lost nearly all his precious burden. Other
settlements soon followed. One at Norton, by William Drake and Nathaniel Wyatt, and one
at Westfield, now in Morrow county. A blockhouse was built at Norton.

The county seat was laid out, in 1808, by Col. Moses Byxbee and Hon. Henry Baldwin,
of Pittsburg, who had purchased several thousand acres of land. They sold the lots at the
uniform price of thirty dollars each, the purchaser taking his choice.

The first cabin was built by Joseph Barber, in 1807. It stood near the sulphur spring.

"It was made of poles, Indian fashion, fifteen feet square. In it he kept tavern.

The principal settlers were Byxbee, Lamb, Little, Drake, (Baptist preacher,) Smith,
Butler, and Carpenter. In the spring of 1808, Moses Byxbee built the first frame house, on
William street. In the ensuing fall, Elder Jacob Drake built a brick house on Winter street.
Being unable to get but one mason, his wife laid the inside walls. A bank was opened in 1812.

The town was incorporated and the court house built in 1815.

The first paper was published, in 1818, by Rev. Jacob Drake and Rev. Jos. S. Hughs.
The Methodists commenced the erection of a church ediflce in 1823. It was not finished for
several years. The same building now serves as a market house. The Presbyterians and Epis-
copalians built churches, in 1225, on the sites on which their present beautiful structures were
reared in 1845. The Lutheran church was built in 1835, the Second Presbyterian, in 1844, and
the William Street Methodist, in 1846.

In the same year in which the county seat was laid out, 1808, the county was organized
and its officers elected. The contest for county seat was between its present site and the village
of Berkshire. It has been continued with considerable zeal, from time to time, since.

The following county officers were the first elected :—

CommissioNERs—Avery Powers, John Welch, Ezekiel Brown
TreEASURER—Rev. Jacob Drake.
Rrecorper—Dr. Reuben Lamb.

SvrvEvor—Azariah Root.

The officers of the court were :—

Prestpent—Judge Belt, Chilicothe.

Ass0CIATE JuDGEs—Josiah McKinney, Thomas Brown, Moses Byxbee.
Prosecurivg ArrorNEy—Ralph Osborne.
SHERIFF—Solomon Smith.

Crerk—DMoses Byxbee, Jr.

The first session was held in the cabin before noticed, near the spring. The grand jury
sat under a tree and the petit jury on another part of the lot, while the constable guarded them.

During the Indian War this was a border county, but was never invaded. It furnished
a company of cavalry, and several companies of infantry were at different times called out.

After Hull’s surrender, Capt. William Drake formed a company of rangers in the north-
ern part of the county, to assist in protecting the northern frontier from marauding bands of
Indians. When Sandusky was threatened, he marched to the rescue. The captain, desirous of
testing the courage of his command, on the first night of encampment, when his men were
wrapt in slamber, slipped into the adjoining bushes, fired his gun, and rushed towards camp,
yelling, « Indians !—Indians!!” The sentinels took the alarm, and ran to quarters; the men
sprang to their feet, and the courageous tried to form for battle. But a lieutenant—depending
more on legs than arms—took to the woods. To his imagination, every sound was full of
Tndians. Taking the moon as his guide, which had reached the western” horizon, he reached
Radnor at daybreak, bareheaded and afright. He brought startling news. ¢ The captain and
his band were massacred and put to the scalping-knife !”

The settlers, frightened and horrified, began immediate flight. Bach carried the news to
his neighbor, and, at sunrise, they passed through Delaware in wagons, on horseback, and afoot.
News was conveyed to the other settlements, and all joined the “skedaddle.” One family
named Penry drove so fast that they bounced a little boy out of their wagon, not missing him until
six miles on their way. Then,in the imminent peril, they yielded him a sacrifice to the savages.
He still lives. A mother in her haste forgot her babe. “She returned, caught a stick of wood
from the chimney-corner,leaving the fearless infant still asleep. A man at Worthington caught
an ox for a horse, and did not see his mistake until he found the horns. Many of the people
fled to Franklinton and Chilicothe. Some never returned.

Capt. Drake and his men proceeded to execute the duty assigned them, unconscious of
the panic in the rear. Many incidents, illustrative of the fear, courage, and sufferings of the



pioneers, might be related. Jacob Foust carried a bushel of wheat on his back to Zanesville,
and returned carrying the flour in the same way. Capt. John Winter became famous for a ter-
rible struggle with a bear, in which he nearly succumbed. :

The pioneers lived in a state of perfect social equality—no aristocratic notions of caste,
rank, or office were felt. The only demarkation was between the civil, and actual offenders.
Their meetings were for raisings, log-rollings, huskings, weddings, singing-schools, and religious
devotions. Their amusements were ¢frolics,” gaming, gymnastic evolutions, and convivial
meetings of the young. In these sports and meetings there was no punctilions formality or
aping the styles of modern Paris. The rich and poor dressed alike. The men wore buckskin
pants and hunting-shirts, and the women were attired in coarse, homemade fabries. Such was
their common dress. If a damsel songht her bridal attire, shg aspired to calico. Silks, satins,
hoops, and flummery—which now burden the slender frame, and empty our pockets—
were never dreamed of. Houschold furniture was equally simple. Bedsteads were frequently
* original, consisting of forked sticks driven in the ground, and poles to support the cord
or clap-boards. One pot, fryingpan, and teakettle comprised the cooking utensils. Sometimes
only one fire-proof vessel answered for culinary purposes—firstly, to try lard in; secondly, to
fry cakes in the fat; thirdly, to bake shortcake in; fourthly, to, draw water in; fifthly, to
boil potatoes in, and, lastly, to make tea in. A few plates, on a shelf in the Corner,
satisfied the demand for china, and food relished from puncheon tables. Some had
splint bottom chairs—generally, stools and benches were the only sofas. Whiskey toddy
was sufficient luxury for parties, and venison and corn pone supplied the place of pastry.
Wood sorrel was used for rhubarb—in pies. The woods abounded in wild hogs, honey, and
occasionally bruin tickled the palate of the hunter. Flour could not be obtained nearer than
Chilicothe and Zanesville for a long time. Goods were high and freights enormous. They were
packed on mules from Detroit, or wagoned from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, thence down the Ohio
river in flatboats to the Seioto, and then packed or hauled up. Tea retailed at two and three
dollars per pound: coffee, at seventy-five cents ; salt, at six dollars per bushel ; whiskey, at from
one to two dollars per gallun; calicos, at one dollar per yard. It was a common practice to set
a bottle of whiskey on each end of the counter for customers, to enable them to purchase freely.
In this particular, that generation was wiser than the present.

GEOGRAPHY.

Delaware county occupies a central portion of the State of Ohio, lying on both sides of the
Scioto river,one hundred and fifty miles from its mouth. The entire smiface of the county consists
of four beautiful valleys, watered by the Walnut and Alum crecks and the Olentangy and Scioto
rivers with their numerous tributaries, and the ridges which rise in gentle undulations into fine
table lands between the streams. The valleys consist in most part of bottom lands, which
amply repay the husbandman’s toil. Frequently the banks of the streams rise precipitously on
either side, forming the most romantic scenery. The table lands are adapted to all kinds of
agriculture. Chis county is twenty miles in extent from north to south, and twenty-five from
east to west, and contains an area of about five hundred square miles. It is divided into
eighteen townships. Bennington, Harmony, Lincoln, Peru, and Westfield townships formerly
belonged to Delaware, but now form a part, of Morrow. Portions of Marlborough, Radnor, and
Thompson belong to Marion. Delaware county is bounded north by Marion and Morrow, east
by Enox and Licking, south by Franklin, and west by Union.

Table showing the Population of Delaware County, Ohio, by Townships, for Siz Decades.

i
Townships and Counties. ‘ 1830. } 1840. l

s, | aen | 1850. | 1860

Berkshire .-, . .| . | 1,057 1,407 | 1,557 | 1,392
B Oy, e T e R 646 827, | 1,151 | 1,303
Bennington Saietas e | 490 1,0':)1 | Not represented.

1B NE T, A ek SR ! 313 908 1,176 1,181
Eancoxd: .l 458 1,185 1,369 | 1,136
Delaware City . . . [ 532 898 2,074 | 3,889
Delaware Township . . ' 410 1,019 1,249 | 1,332
BaTOR i 658 | 1,193 1369 | 1,126
Harlém . eondois | 6535 | 963 1,182 i 1,289
Harmony | 241 | 676 Not represented. |

Kingston 582 | 657 761 | 675
Liberty . 619 | 811 1,050 | 1,178
Liincoln . 226 549 Not represented. |

Marlborough . , 503 1182 587 512
Orange R ey ‘ 367 789 1,150 990
Bxfond o s wh s, aanE, 415 T74 829 | 1,133
e e e O 529 737 Not represented. |

o VL O e e 304 678 1,087 | 1,079
BRAnorsw. 0 oL 582 1,174 | 1,204 | 1,342
PO OR . v E 465 877 | 1,126 | 1,579
Sunbury . |. i 518 Not represented. |

Thompson | 233 660 782 | 870
Trenton . . 1,188 1,238 | 996
iroye s L i : 369 | 838 976 | 900
Westfield . . . . \ i 471 | 1,019 | Notrepresented. |

Totals in County . *2,000 | *7639 | 11523 | 22060 | 21,817 | 23,902

* No subdivisions by townships were returned in censuses of 1810 and 1820. The amounts in those two

columns represent entire county.
AGRICULTURE

Is the leading pursuit—four-fifths of the population being engaged in it. Half a century has
made startling developments in this county in this branch of industry. Only three-fifths of the
actual surface is under cultivation. Large sections have until recently yielded nothing to agri-
culture. Much still lies in wildernesss or in backward improvement. ~ Wheat is raised exten-

sively. Sixtcen bushels per acre is the average. Corn is the principal crop. Fifty to Sixty--

five bushels is the average yield. It is mostly fed to cattle and hogs in the county. Average
price, thirty-five cents. Oais, hay, seeds, fruits and potatoes are extensively raised. Sheep

el

¥’

are increasing in numbers, with decided improvement in character of the flocks. Jonathan
Dyer, of Genoa township, claims to be the first importer to this county of fine wool sheep.
Cattle are making rapid improvement in number and quality. Horses, very fine. Crossed with
the Bellefounder, Morgan, Norman, prevailing. Farming implements, improving. The “Agri-
cultural Society,” nearly twenty years old, is in a prosperous condition.

INTERNAL WORKS.

Two railroads quarter the county : the Springfield, Mount Vernon and Pittsburg extend-
ing from west to east, and the Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati, from north to south, through
the entire county, intersecting at the scat of government. Other highways are in a high state
of improvement. McAdamized or gravelled pikes, leading from the county seat, are in process
of complelion, while others are contemplated. Bridges cross the principal fords—beautiful
structures, built at the expense of the county. Our county is well supplied with mills; proba-
bly, not less than fifty running by steam and water power may be counted. We have one
paper mill, foundry, oil mill, rope and cordage factory, and flax mill, each extensive. There are
several extensive flouring steam and water mills, woolen factories, carding machines, &c. Other
mechanical establishments—manufactories of ploughs, rakes, harness, sash, window blinds,
saddlery, baskets, brooms; shoe shops, blacksmith, silversmith, dentistry rooms, &ec., are found
in all parts of the county. Some of our mercantile houses arc on an ‘extensive and fashionable
scale. We have several fine commodious hotels. Among them, the ¢ American House,” Dela-
ware, ranks as the most extensive. In the south-western part of the county, on the western
bank of the Scioto river, are located the Ohio White Sulphur Springs TUnder the name of
Hart’s Springs, this place has been known, for its mineral waters, for twenty years. It has
been more recently extensively improved. The geographical position, accessibility by railroad,
and the medicinal value of the waters, point out this place as a large valetudinary and fashion-
able resort for the Americanpeople.

RELIGION AND EDUCATION.

These twin sisters of civilization have made rapid strides, co-extensive with the surface
and growth of the county; but not entirely commensurate with the ability and needs of its
inhabitants. Churches and school houses, those lights of life so common throughout the realms
of freedom, deck hill, valley, grove, and town. Common-schools have not reached that state of
perfection which the liberal and benificent system by which they exist inculcates. The Ohio
Wesleyan University and the Ohio Wesleyan Female College, among the most flourishing lite-
rary institutions of the West, are situated at the county seat. Thus is afforded to our sons and
daughters the opportunity of treading, at home, the halls of scientific and classical lore. Many
having availed themselves of privileges here offered, occupy honorable and learned positions in
society. The Religious societies most noted in point of numbers and influence are, the Method-
ist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Congregational, and United Brethren. Others, Lutheran, German
Reformed, Christian, Disciples, Welsh, &c., exert their iafluence on the morals and piety of the

community.
POLITICAL AND MILITARY.

In politics, this county has always shown itself on the side of humanity and loyalty, so
remotely back that the memory of the oldest denizen runneth not to the contrary. Its military
history cannot be written. As has been shown, this county bore its part in the British and
Indian War in its infancy : so, it may be proven that it has, iu its mature age, shared manfully
and heroically in the war for the Union. Nobly and patriotically the best hope of the family
and community were laid on the altar of “ Our Country,” and painfully we shared the peril and
sacrifice of the loyal land.

We may claim a proud share of the laurels of victory.

GEOLOGY, ETC.

Delaware County embraces a portion of the cliff limestone formation in its western sec-
tion, extending across the black shale in the centre, and covering a section of ¢ Waverly sand-

. stone,” or red sandstone, on the east. The “superficial material,” or “ drift,” is, for the most

part, regular, and the appearance of the substratum well defined.
formations and their “ dip” have not all been ascertained,
250 to 300 feet in thickness, nearly uniform. The limestone formation affords fine quarries and
facilities for manufacture of choicest lime. The sandstone or freestone of Big Walnut is much
valued for building purposes. The surface material, consisting of various strata of “drift,”
besides the “alluvial deposites,” furnishes gravel for roads, fine sand for building purposes,
potter’s clay, brick clay, and “ bog ore” or fire clay. The cliff limestone furnishes numerous
indications of salt springs. That portion of this county lying in this formation is classed by
Dr. 8. P. Hildreth with the «“ Ohio Salines.” But the deposits are ascertained, by boring, to be
more noted for sulphur springs than those of salt water. Prof. B. 8. Wayne found the following
substances present in the water i—

Gases—Sulphureted hydrogen, Carbonic acid.
Chloride of Magnesium. Oxide of Iron.

The depth of the various
The blaek shale, on Alum Creek, is

; I Sodum. Carbonate of Lime.
= Calcium. Sulphuret of Calcium.
Sulphate of Magnesia. Todine.
¢ Lime. Traces of organic matter.

Each of the formations present indications at surface of ¢ petroleum,” and leases of “ oil
lands” have been made in each. Efforts have been made in the red sandstone at ¢ boring ;” but,
as yet, unsuccessfully. Indications in the “black shale” and ¢ limestone” are undeveloped.
That this county is rich in hidden resources is undeniable: the practicability of their develop-
ment is unknown.

CONCLUSION.

From a “cloud the size of a man’s hand” this county has risen, in half a century, to occupy
an elevated position as an integer of the great commonwealth. From a few brave and hardy
pioneers, scarcely numbering hundreds, the population has multipled to thousands, with propor-
vional increase in religion, science, and gencral intelligence. With our fertile valleys, and hills
rich in agricultural wealth, our undeveloped mineral resources, and the example of the past,
what may not a loyal people hope for the future? The hand of science shall till our soil, and ma-
nage our quarries and shops, under the administration of wise and wholesome laws, while the
benign influence of religion shall lead us to become a still greater, purer, and happier people.

-
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THOMAS EVANS, JR. J. L. SLOUGH & CO.

MAXUFACTURER OF
DEALERS IN

i, Copper and Sheet Yron Ware, | GROCERIES, PROVISIONS,

AND DEALER I\l’

STOVES AND HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS, FLOUR AND FEED,

DELAWARE, OFEIO.

G. H WALDO, -| 'REYNOLDS & FRANK,

BOOTS & SHOES | For0r, MADE SLOTHING

HATS, CAPS. CARPET BAGS, &e.
Sandusky Street, ? DELAWARE, O.

DELAWARE, O. Garments made to order. Cloths, Cassimeres
and Vestings constantly on hand.

HED G E-FARM, i .
Res of Joqeph A Caldwell 'P) renton I'p 0.

erty of Joseph A. and Jesse Caldwell. Thi b
e hunP::g gx p aldwe is is the only Hedge Farm in the State. It has now twenty

of hedge fence, which, for beauty and durability, cannot be surpassed by any farm in the State—
and all grown in seven years from time of resetting.

LINNWOOD.
Res. of D.H.Peters Trenton Tp. Delaware Co. 0.

Breeder & Dealer in thorough bred Spartish Merino Sheep.
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